Public Input Support Executive Summary Tab 6

Background:

The Executive Committee has discussed methods to assist self-advocates with developmental
disabilities and family members to provide input to the Council given the travel constraints for many
individuals across the state. Staff have explored options to provide financial support for individuals
who wish to provide comments and have drafted an Executive Summary for a project which could
provide that support as requested by the Committee.

Executive Committee

Agenda Item 9.

Expected Action:

The Executive Committee will review the draft Executive Summary and
determine appropriate action.

Council

Agenda Item 12. F.

Expected Action:

The Council will consider Executive Committee recommendations and
determine appropriate action.




Discussion Draft Only

Executive Summary
Support for Public Input

Background

The TCDD Executive Committee expressed interest during an April 2009 meeting in
strategies to encourage and support more public comment and input at TCDD business
meetings. Members discussed ways to encourage public input on Council activities in a
way that allows a dialogue, not just brief comments, and discussed how TCDD might
facilitate such participation in the future. TCDD staff often receive comments and input at
various meetings, conferences, grantee on-site visits, etc., and TCDD receives input
electronically on proposed State Plan activities and other matters. However, members
noted that it is difficult for individuals from outside of central Texas to provide comments
in-person at Council meetings. During the May 2009 TCDD Executive Committee meeting,
members continued this discussion, noting in particular the desirability of cultivating a
“standard practice” that promotes and encourages further solicitation of public comments
and input on various issues that come before the Council.

State Plan Goal

As the Council developed proposed Goals and Objectives for the 2012-2016 State Plan, the
workgroup included an objective and an activity related broadly to the Committee’s
discussion:

Goal 7: Each year the Council and its Committees receive staff and administrative
support to effectively implement the Council’s mission and goals.

Objective 2: Each year of the State Plan, coordinate the Council’s planning, project
development, evaluation, and reporting processes, with special attention to strategies
to address issues related to the diversity of ethnicity, age, income, and geographic
areas of Texas.

Activity 2: Coordinate outreach activities to ensure that Council members and
TCDD staff receive relevant and timely public input from diverse audiences.

Expected Outcome

This activity is expected to result in 1-3 individuals from different areas of the state whom
TCDD would not otherwise hear from providing input to the Council during each quarterly
business meeting.



Project Description

TCDD staff propose soliciting proposals for one organization to manage obtaining advance
airline tickets when appropriate, and/or reimbursing for travel and associated expenses
for those accepted to provide input each quarter, and would work with individual travelers
to secure lodging, airfare, ground transportation and other travel arrangements. The
selected organization would be required to assist individuals with disabilities in securing
accessible travel accommodations as needed. Grantee staff could assist the organization in
securing personal assistance and/or respite services for travelers with disabilities and/or
caregivers of people with disabilities, if needed, in order to attend TCDD quarterly
meetings to provide public input.

TCDD staff would manage the solicitation and approval of applications for individuals
seeking funds to travel to a Council meeting. TCDD may choose to solicit input based on
specified topic areas; target populations; geographic areas; or other additional factors as
determined in consultation with the Council.

Proposed Funding Amount

Based on past experiences, TCDD staff estimate that an organization may request $15,000+
per year to coordinate travel arrangements and reimbursements for necessary expenses.
Actual travel expenses for those approved to provide public input to TCDD each quarter
would be in addition to this amount and are estimated at ($x to $x) based on the location
and support needs of the traveler.

Proposed Duration
Up to three years for all activities related to this Executive Summary.

Limitations
Staff of current grant projects and staff proposed in grant applications under review would
not be eligible for travel assistance through this project.
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