
Staff Reports Tab 12 
 
Background:   
 

Staff will provide updates to Project Development Committee members regarding Public Information 
activities, the status of new or recently approved projects, and projected available funds.  Meeting 
materials include the following written information for your review prior to the meeting: 

 
• Grant Project Highlights – The quarterly Grant Project Highlights Report is enclosed for review 

by Committee members.  This report provides highlights of grantee accomplishments for a 
number of current TCDD funded projects.  The Project Highlights for the Faith-Based 
Symposium projects will be presented by grants staff at the Committee of the Whole 
 

Staff may also refer to the following printed materials, found behind other Tabs: 

• Public Information Report - This quarterly report includes recent public information staff 
activities related to creating awareness and building connections.  Tab 16 
 

• TCDD Quarterly Financial Report – This report summarizes TCDD’s approved budget and year-
to-date expenditures and is used in projecting available funds for additional projects in future 
years.  Tab 7 

TCDD staff may also provide updates to the Committee of other achievements or items of concern.   

 
 
 

Project Development 
Committee 
 

Agenda Item 6.  

Expected Action: 
 

No action is anticipated; information item only.   
 

Council 
 

Agenda Item 14. A.  

Expected Action: 
 

The Council will review discussions on this item.  No action is 
anticipated. 

 
  



  

 
TCDD Higher Education Project Highlights 

October 2013 

Inclusive Faith-Based Symposium 
 
RFP Intent

 

: The project intent is to collaborate with leaders of faith-based organizations in order to compare 
experiences and share resources so that formal and informal community supports available to people with 
developmental disabilities may be increased. 

Grantee: OneStar Foundation 
Project Title: Austin Interfaith Inclusion Network (AIIN) 
Project Location: Austin 

    Year: 2 of 3 
    TCDD Budgeted: $75,000 

 
Accomplishments:  

• Developed an interfaith network that includes more than 25 faith-based organizations representing Catholic, 
Jewish, Hindu, Buddhist, interfaith, Muslim, Protestant and Evangelical congregations 

• Held first faith inclusion symposium in October 2012  
• Created an information and resource kit for faith communities including tips for engaging people with 

disabilities, suggestions from family members, and information on community supports, physical and 
attitudinal accessibility and religious education 

• Year 2 symposium will take place on October 16, 2013 
 

Sustainability:  

• The vision for this project is that the Austin Interfaith Inclusion Network (AIIN) will ultimately become self-
sustaining as the members of the Network weave what they learn into the fabric of their communities. 
Blueprints for establishing inclusion plans in the areas of worship, service, communication and social 
activities will be developed and made available for future use. The organization will also apply for competitive 
funding from the Corporation for National and Community Service to expand the AIIN model to other parts of 
the State of Texas 
 

Products: Every Member Matters: An Information and Resource Kit; Videos: Personal stories, Awards and 
Recognition Nomination Form, informational brochure, event invitations, e-blasts, event registration forms 

 
Grantee: West Central Texas Regional Foundation 

Project Title: Inclusive Faith-Base Communities Symposium 
Project Location: Abilene  

Year: 2 of 3 
TCDD Budgeted: $75,000 

 
Accomplishments:  

• Self-evaluation survey distributed to 30 faith-based organizations 
• Held first faith inclusion symposium in April 2013 
• Organized an informational event for leaders of faith-based organizations 
• Fall festival for people with disabilities and their families planned for October 14, 2013. Partnering faith 

organizations and community-based organizations have been invited to set up booths at the event to reach 
out to attendees 
 

Sustainability:  

• It is anticipated that through outreach and workshops specific and targeted towards support groups, 
ministerial alliances, and social groups in the community this project can extend long after funds have been 
fully utilized through coordination among the various groups involved 
 

Products: Symposium presenter survey, self-evaluation survey, directory of faith-based organizations that promote 
inclusion of persons with disabilities, event invitations, program of events, flyers 



  

Grantee: Jewish Family Service of Dallas 
Project Title: Faith Inclusion Network of Dallas (FIND)                                                     Year: 2 of 3 
Project Location: Dallas                                                                                                     TCDD Budgeted: $75,000 

 
Accomplishments:  

• Held first faith inclusion symposium in February 2013 
• Established the Faith Inclusion Network of Dallas 
• Assembled a promotional packet for network members that includes faith inclusion resources, an informative 

brochure, and a DVD about the project 
• Created a DVD to explain the project and its purpose 

 
Sustainability:  

• The symposium will include workshops addressing the challenge of sustaining change. Ongoing, 
consultative and networking support will be facilitated by Project Advisory Committee members throughout 
the grant cycle. This will provide continuity between symposia and continue to build faith-based participant 
organizations capacity to initiate and sustain change during and following the duration of the grant 
 

Products: Informational video, community consumer survey, informational brochure, event invitations, e-blasts, 
flyers promoting both the project and the symposium, program of events 
 

 
Grantee: The Arc of Greater Tarrant County 

Project Title: Inclusive Faith-Based Communities Symposium                                        Year: 2 of 3 
Project Location: Ft. Worth                                                                                               TCDD Budgeted: $75,000 

 
Accomplishments:  

• Held first faith inclusion symposium in May 2013 
• Planning leaders have been educated on People First Language (PFL) and have helped project staff 

develop PFL materials for distribution at the symposium 
• Currently developing a toolkit for faith-based organizations. The toolkit will include information that is 

intended to assist faith-based organizations in including and ministering to individuals and families impacted 
by Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities (IDD) 
 

Sustainability:  

• The IDD Needs Council of Tarrant County will develop a faith based committee to ensure that project 
activities will continue after funding expires. The Council will also solicit grant funds from several local 
foundations and larger church homes if necessary to continue the symposium, making it an annual event 
 

Products: Event invitations, press releases, e-blasts, evites, event registration form, informational brochure 
 

Faith Inclusion Collaboration 

 
• Project Directors from each of the four inclusive faith-based symposium projects attended a meeting in 

Austin facilitated by Bill Gaventa, M. Div. to discuss their projects’ successes and struggles in year one 
• The focus of the two day event was to encourage the directors to collectively discuss and address different 

aspects of their individual projects as well as assist them in developing plans for year two 
• The four directors concluded that they would like to collaborate to create a statewide faith inclusion network 
• The meeting concluded with the development of individualized action plans for each project and strategic 

next steps for the creation of a statewide network 
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