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PUBLIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING
DRAFT MINUTES

August 8, 2013
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT
Mary Durheim, Acting Chair Stephen Gersuk Joe Rivas
Rebecca Hunter Adkins Cindy Johnston Amy Sharp, A&M CDD
Kelly Chirhart, UT CDS Jeff Kaufmann, DADS
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT
Kristen Cox Mary Faithfull, DRTx Kate Layman, HHSC
Mateo Delgado Sara Kendall, DARS Lora Taylor
GUESTS PRESENT
Cassie Fisher, DARS
STAFF PRESENT
Roger A. Webb, Belinda Carlton Jessica Ramos
Executive Director Celina Galvan Lucy Walker

CALL TO ORDER

The Public Policy Committee convened on Thursday, August 8, 2013, in Limestone Il of the Marriott
Austin South, Austin, Texas 78744. Acting Committee Chair Mary Durheim called those present to order
at 1:55 p.m.

1.

INTRODUCTIONS
Committee members and staff introduced themselves.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
No public comments were offered to the Committee.

CONSIDERATION OF THE MAY 2, 2013, MINUTES

The Committee reviewed the minutes from the May 2, 2013, Public Policy Committee meeting.
Council Member Cindy Johnston indicated that she was not present at the May 2, 2013, as indicated
in the Minutes.

MOTION: To approve the minutes of the May 2, 2013, Public Policy Committee meeting,
with one correction.

MADE BY: Cindy Johnston

SECOND: Rebecca Hunter Adkins

The motion passed unanimously.

CHAIR’S REMARKS

Acting Chair Mary Durheim informed the Committee that agenda items would be taken out of order

to ensure sufficient discussion time for Action Items. Ms. Durheim indicated that Public Policy Issues
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would follow Future Public Policy Advocacy Projects, and the Biennial Disability Report Special Focus
items.

Ms. Durheim reported that absent committee members include Lora Taylor, who is out because her
daughter, Julie, has been very ill, but was finally out of intensive care. Kristen Cox is out with her son
in Georgia, training his new service dog.

5. MEMBER UPDATES

Ms. Durheim asked Committee members and staff if they had any updates to share. Council
Member Joe Rivas stated that he had been on the Council for 10 years, and that he was resigning to
focus on personal interests. Cindy Johnston stated that she was returning to acting. Council Member
Jeff Kaufmann reported that federal funds were approved to provide online training for Direct
Support Professionals and to conduct a survey that had been put on hold pending approval of funds.
Council Member Stephen Gersuk shared that the direct care staff at State Supported Living Centers
(SSLC) would receive a 10% raise as a result of action taken by the legislature. Council Member Kelly
Chirhart stated that she would be moving with her husband to British Columbia and that this is her
last meeting.

6. FUTURE POLICY ADVOCACY PROJECTS
A. Developmental Disability Policy Fellowships

Public Policy Director Jessica Ramos reviewed the Executive Summary proposing a Developmental
Disability Policy Fellowship program (Attachment 1). Committee members had many questions
about the fellowship project including funding, criteria and evaluation rubrics, performance criteria,
training responsibilities, sustainability, whether the DD fellowship would be similar to the Hogg
Foundation Mental Health Fellowships model presented at the Committee of the Whole, and who
would hire the fellows. Ms. Ramos and Executive Director Roger Webb discussed details with
members noting that some of those details would be addressed in the actual Requests for Proposals
for organizations to be sponsors.

MOTION: To recommend Council approval of the proposed Developmental Disability
Policy Fellowship, using the Hogg Foundation Mental Health Fellowship model
and adding defined measures of success.

MADE BY: Steve Gersuk
SECOND: Amy Sharp

The motion passed unanimously.

B. Supporting Self Advocates on Advisory Committees

In response to the 83" Texas Legislature, which created numerous new advisory committees that in
turn provides opportunities for stakeholder input, TCDD staff proposed using the $50,000 set aside
each year for public policy initiatives to provide support of self advocates on advisory committees.
In response to questions from members about the types of support that would be provided to self
advocates, organizations that might be involved, materials or resources are available, and how
success would be measured, Ramos and Webb indicated that because the intent is for the supports
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to be individualized and determined by self-advocates, the variety of supports self-advocates might
request — pre-meetings, webinars, mentors, etc. — will be unknown until advisory committees are
named and those self advocates surveyed. It is hoped that HHSC will provide their own funding for
such supports in the future.

MOTION: To recommend Council approval to use up to $50,000 of funds budgeted for
public policy initiatives for one year to support the meaningful participation of
self advocates on select statewide advisory committees and task forces
authorized by the 83™ Texas Legislature.

MADE BY: Steve Gersuk
SECOND: Cindy Johnston

The motion passed unanimously.

C. Travel Support for Public Members of Advisory Committees

The TCDD Public Policy staff recommended that the Council approve funds to continue providing
travel support for public members and their families to participate on statewide advisory
committees, councils, and workgroups that focus on issues of importance to individuals with
developmental disabilities. The Committee supported the recommendation and asked staff to set
parameters for the funding, and encouraged discussions with HHSC to establish policies to prioritize
travel funds for public members without other sources of travel support rather than representatives
of professional associations. Webb indicated that that if approved, TCDD will likely spend $45,000 -
$50,000 each year for the next two year biennium.

MOTION: To recommend the Council to continue providing funds for the next two years
to support travel of self advocates and families appointed to certain agency
disability related advisory committees as presented, and to ask staff to develop
additional parameters and guidance related to those funds.

MADE BY: Amy Sharp

SECOND: Rebecca Hunter Adkins and Joe Rivas
ABSTENTIONS: Jeff Kaufmann

The motion passed unanimously.

D. Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS)

The Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) projects funded by the Council are finally
concluded. The Council’s State Plan included as an activity that the Council would review actions
taken by the 83" Texas Legislature when making recommendation about possible PBIS next steps.
Public Policy Director Jessica Ramos reported that legislation passed requiring student teachers to
receive PBIS training as part of their education curriculum, and that Social Emotional Learning was
added to the School Health Coordinating Councils (SHACS).
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After much discussion about local control of school districts, members agreed that TCDD public
policy staff will promote the curriculum developed by Project IDEAL to Colleges of Education and
school districts across the state, and to ensure that Education Service Center (ESC) Regions 4 and 17
have access to the curriculum and are aware of the work that each ESC is doing in the area of PBIS.

7. BIENNIAL DISABILITY REPORT SPECIAL FOCUS
Ms. Ramos discussed the upcoming sunset review of all health and human services agencies during
the coming biennium, and indicated TCDD staff recommend not including a special focus area for
the 2014 Biennial Disability Report. In addition, the TCDD Sunset Self Evaluation Report proposes
removing the requirement for TCDD to develop the Biennial Disability Report since it duplicates
information provided by other agencies in required reports.

MOTION: To recommend to the Council not to include a special focus area for the 2014
Biennial Disability Report.

MADE BY: Amy Sharp
SECOND: Joe Rivas
The motion passed unanimously.

8. PUBLIC POLICY ISSUES
Ms. Durheim indicated that Public Policy staff had covered much of their public policy update during
the Committee of the Whole presentation. Ms. Ramos directed the members to the News and
Features articles relating to the Promoting Independence riders behind Tab 18, as the articles are a
companion to the presentation scheduled during the full Council meeting.

9. PUBLIC INFORMATION REPORT
Ms. Ramos directed the Committee to the Public Information Report that includes news releases on
new projects, social media updates as well as an update regarding the Accessible Parking Campaign.

ADJOURN
There being no further business, Acting Committee Chair Durheim adjourned the meeting at 4:20 p.m.

Roger A. Webb Date
Secretary to the Council
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