Public Information Report Tab 14

Background:

Staff compiled a report of recent public information activities for the Committee’s review.

Discussion topic includes:
e Public Information Report

e Article: 2014 Texas Biennial Disability Report
e Invite your friends to like TCDD

Project Development Expected Action:
Committee

The Committee will receive an update regarding recent public
information activities and provide guidance as needed. No action is

Agenda Item 6. A. -
anticipated.

Public Policy Committee Expected Action:

The Committee will receive an update regarding recent public

Agenda Item 8. : ) o : ) -
information activities and provide guidance as needed. No action is

anticipated.
Council Meeting Expected Action:
Agenda Item 16. A. The Council will receive a report of Committee discussions on this item.

No action is anticipated.
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Social Media

Top Facebook posts

MEET MEGAN MORGAN, DD POLICY FELLOW

Megan Morgan is the Developmental Disabilities (DD) Policy Fellow with The Arc of Texas.
During her fellowship, Megan will develop a Texas Public Policy Campaign Toolkit designed to
achieve policy goals that promote self-determination and self-advocacy in Texas.

Reach: 2,068; Post clicks: 113; Likes, comments & shares: 157

GUESS WHAT TEXAS CITY RANKED HIGHEST

In observance of Disability Employment Awareness Month, WalletHub identified the cities with
the most suitable conditions for individuals with disabilities. They analyzed the 150 most
populated cities across 23 key metrics, ranging from the number of physicians per capita to the
rate of employed people with disabilities to park accessibility. Where does your city rank?

Reach: 1,964; Post clicks: 144; Likes, comments & shares: 31

THE ABLE ACT: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
This article answers 10 important questions about the Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act.

Reach: 1,932; Post clicks: 70; Likes, comments & shares: 49

LEGO WHEELCHAIR PROPELS TURTLE
When Blade could no longer support his own weight and move around, a vet developed a
"wheelchair" made of Legos.

Reach: 1,615; Post clicks: 37; Likes, comments & shares: 39

Reach: the number of unique people who received impressions of a Page post
Post Clicks: the number of times a person clicks anywhere on a post (image, video, link, “See More”)
Likes, Comments & Shares: the sum of all likes, comments and shares on a post



Website Posts & Articles

2014 Higher Education Resource Guide Released

October 31, 2014

The 2014 Higher Education Resource Guide for Students with Disabilities is available for
order and download. The guide includes information for future college students,
parents, and educators.

Report Finds Limited Progress in SSLC Settlement Agreement

October 31, 2014

In 2009, the State of Texas entered into a Settlement Agreement with the DOJ to address
concerns and deficiencies in the state’s SSLCs. An independent assessment found that
limited progress has been made.

Employment First Task Force Makes Recommendations

November 17, 2014

The Employment First Task Force was established to promote competitive employment
of people with disabilities. The Task Force approved recommendations outlined in their
first report to the Legislature.

2014 Texas Biennial Disability Report

December 3, 2014

TCDD and TOPDD jointly-issued the 2014 Texas Biennial Disability Report. The report
details the state of services to people with disabilities, outlines present and future
needs, and makes recommendations.

Communication Aids for Students with Disabilities — What You Need to Know
December 10, 2014

According to guidance issued jointly by DOJ and DOE, public schools are responsible for
ensuring communication with students with disabilities is as effective as communication
with all other students.

Texas Transition and Employment Guide

December 11, 2014

The Texas Transition and Employment Guide provides secondary transition resources to
facilitate a young person’s progress towards post-secondary goals for education,
employment, and community living.



Sunset Advisory Commission Adopts Recommendation to Continue TCDD
December 11, 2014

The Sunset Advisory Commission adopted Sunset staff report recommendations
regarding TCDD. The recommendations, which were adopted without modification,
include the continuation of TCDD for 12 years until 2027.

Get Ready for the 84th Texas Legislative Session

January 2, 2015

The 84th Session of the Texas Legislature begins on Tuesday, January 13, 2015, with
adjournment set for Monday, June 1. Regular sessions last for 140 days in odd-numbered
years, with the possibility of special sessions for up to 30 days, at the direction of the
governor.

Info Requests & Distribution

E-newsletter: The e-newsletter, TCDD Connection, was distributed on Jan. 5 to 876 contacts.

I&R Requests: Staff responded to 32 requests for information and referral.

Materials Distributed

e People First Language Handout: 6
e Higher Ed Guide (English): 36
e Higher Ed Guide (Spanish): 13

e The Next Step (DVD): 5
e BDR (English): 8

e BDR (Spanish): 1

e Council Brochure: 2

e Every Member Matters: 2



2014 Texas Biennial Disability Report

The Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities (TCDD), in collaboration with the Texas Office
for Prevention of Developmental Disabilities (TOPDD), issued the 2014 Texas Biennial Disability
Report.

The report details the state of services to persons with disabilities in Texas; outlines present and
future needs for consumer-friendly, appropriate, and individualized services and supports; and
makes recommendations related to those services.

In each Texas Biennial Disability Report, TCDD and TOPDD have elected to provide additional
detail on current state level policy discussions related to services for persons with developmental
disabilities. This includes recently enacted state and/or federal legislation, or policy discussions
with state agency partners about the delivery of health and human services.

The report summarizes the key federal and state legislative actions that are changing the
landscape of long-term services and supports in Texas. These include:

¢ implementation of the Affordable Care Act,
¢ workforce innovation and employment, and
e new rules for Medicaid home and community based settings.

At the state level, the system of services and supports for people with disabilities is impacted by
the statewide expansion of managed care, implementation of Employment First policies, and the
Sunset Commission review and recommendations for health and human service agencies

(including TCDD and TOPDD).

The Texas Biennial Disability Report is mandated by Senate Bill 374, which was passed by the
76th Texas Legislature (1999) (R). The report is submitted to the Governor, Lieutenant Governor,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Executive Commissioner of the Health and Human
Services Commission, no later than December 1st of each even-numbered year.



STEP 1. Log-in to Facebook and enter “Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities” in the search box.

STEP 2. When you are on TCDD’s page, in the PEOPLE box, click “Invite your friends to like this Page.”

I

STEP 3. Invite your friends one-by-one by clicking “Invite.” Click “See All Friends” and have access to all of your friends.
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