
Consideration of Appeal  Tab 4 
Background: 
 

At the August 2011 meeting, the Executive Committee voted to not approve a continuation grant 
award to Parents Anonymous for the second year of funding for the Gulf Coast African American 
Family Support Conference project.  Parents Anonymous has appealed that funding decision.  The 
Executive Committee will review the appeal during this Committee meeting.  Per TCDD Policies, the 
decision of the Executive Committee is final. 
 
Material regarding this appeal was previously e-mailed to Committee members on September 15, 
2011, and is included behind this tab.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Executive Committee 
 

Agenda Item 7. 

Expected Action:  
 

The Executive Committee will review the information provided and 
consider the request for appeal from Parents Anonymous.   
 

Council 
 

Agenda Item 15. B. 

Expected Action: 
 
The Council will receive a report on decision of the Executive 
Committee. 
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Memo 

To: TCDD Executive Committee 

From: 

Subject: 

Date: 

Roger Webb, Executive Director 

Review of Appeal: Parents Anonymous 

September 12, 2011 

Parents Anonymous, Inc., submitted an appeal to TCDD received August 25, 2011, of the Executive Committee’s 

decision to not approve continuation funding for year two of the Gulf Coast of Texas African American Family 

Support Conference project. The appeal was received within the timeline required by the TCDD Policy regarding 

Appeal of Funding Decision. The appeal and the TCDD Policy regarding Appeal of Funding Decisions are attached. 

During the Executive Committee August 4, 2011, the Committee reviewed continuation materials for this project 

and approved a motion to not continue funding to Parents Anonymous, Inc., for the second year of a three year 

project. TCDD provided notice of this decision to Parents Anonymous August 10, 2011, (attached) indicating that: 

 TCDD believes it is crucial that the project establish a presence within the service area to effectively build 

capacity, 

 Out‐of‐state project (staff) prohibits effective coordination with the Houston network in terms of 

sustainability, 

 The project did not maximize opportunities to secure funds generated by grant‐supported activities to 

expand the project; and 

 TCDDs staff oversight of the project has been extensive. 

The written appeal from Parents Anonymous, Inc., provides information about the overall accomplishments and 

lessons learned over the past year of the project. The appeal does not specifically address the concerns noted by 

TCDD, does not provide any additional information in response to those concerns, and does not suggest TCDD 

procedures were not followed on this matter. 

The purpose of the Council’s process to appeal a funding decision is to ensure that current procedures were 

followed and that the information provided in the continuation material was reviewed fairly and objectively. Based 

on our review of this matter, we do not see any reason to reconsider the decision to not approve funding to Parents 

Anonymous, Inc., for continuation of this project. We recommend affirming the Committee’s original decision. 

Attachments: 

 TCDD Policy – Appeal of Funding Decision 

 Notice of Denial of Continuation Funding – Parents Anonymous, 08‐10‐11 

 Written Appeal from Parents Anonymous, Inc., 08‐23‐11 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 
 

 

         

 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Texas Council for Developmental Disabilities 

Council Policies 

SECTION X.  TCDD GRANTS PROJECTS 

H. Continuation Funding 

1. 	 Projects may be eligible for continuation funding as specified in the original request 
for proposals. Continuation funding will not be automatic. Consideration for 
continuation funding will include a review of the project’s accomplishments, progress 
toward stated goals and objectives, financial management of grant funds, 
compliance with reporting requirements, review of the most recent project audit, 
review of findings from TCDD onsite reviews, and development of alternative 
funding. The grantee shall submit a proposal for continuation funding as requested 
by TCDD staff. 

2. 	The Executive Committee may approve continuation grants after a review in 
accordance with the provisions of these policies. A summary of past 
accomplishments and future activities of each project awarded continuation funding 
shall be provided to the Council. 

I. 	Appeal of Funding Decisions 

1. 	 Appeals may be submitted from applicants for grants who did not receive funding or 
from grantees whose grants have not been awarded continuation funding.  The 
person or entity appealing shall be known as the appellant. 

2. 	 Appeals of funding decisions shall be received, processed, and resolved with 

fairness and promptness. 


3. 	 The appellant shall file an appeal in writing addressed to the Executive Director. The 
written appeal must be postmarked within 10 workdays of the date of the written 
notice of suspension or within 15 workdays of the date of written notice of denial or of 
continuation funding. The written appeal shall include all relevant facts and 
information that the appellant wishes to have considered as well as the proposed 
remedy being sought. The Executive Director will acknowledge receipt of the letter 
with a copy to the Executive Committee.  

4. 	The Executive Director will investigate, compile, and study all relevant information 
about the appeal and, within 30 workdays of the receipt of the appellant's letter and 
submit a written report to the Executive Committee. The report will contain 
recommended action and the evidence supporting the recommended action.  

5. 	The Executive Committee may approve the recommendations of the executive 
director, make such modifications as deemed appropriate, order further investigation, 
or take other appropriate action. 

6. 	 The decision of the Executive Committee is final. 

7. 	 Council staff shall notify the appellant of the final determination of the appeal. 




